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SOME MEMSERS ATTEMET TO SAUCTAGE MARIBOR SREZ COPERATIVES

Mar:ihor, 5 August -- A mijerity of the farm work coopersti:ves in Maribor
Srez have been 1in existence more than 2 vears and have been leaders in the '
advancement of agriculture in this area Nenetheliess, they still have power-
ful internal conflicts which are frequently hidden

Someone in the srez made s=n an®lysis showing thai 7O percent of the
members pledge themselvey for the advancemert of the coorerative, 2 to 3 per-
cent are on the cpposing e:de, and the rema:irier vacillate. By their shrewd
and pernsicious activity in preveating progress 1o cocperatives, certain people
have hoped t., show that private ovnerskip 18 better.

There were principally wealthy rarmera. who upon Joining the cooperative,
attempted to use their former 1afiuence 'n the viiiage tc create for them-
selves the position of "head" oJ the cooperative  They took the best land
for their private picts and usually teck more than waa prescribed. Frequently
no one stocd in their way becsues +he precidents of the cooperatives were weak '
and the administrative councils were nov alert The main purpose of these !
farmers was to have the ccoperative s land cultivated pooriy, thus yielding a
poor harvssl', to have the iivestock 1li-fed arnd screwvny, to huve the c:uoperative's
machinery and too0ls uncared for. thus providing them with the excuse of not having
Froper equipment wvith which te work the lsud, ebe They could then begin to
whieper that the land was Tailing in coopsratives. that even drought, hail,
floods, and blignt had befallen them. and ‘hat cooperative members must surely
remember how the lsnd yielded when 1t was privately cwned

Ttia whispering went on 2 Dobrove: (-n Dravska Fol e District), Selct,
Zamarkova,. Zrkevei, and otner vi ilagee  The whisperers and some vacillating
weaklings sought to withdraw from tre ccoperutives, However, the sincere
cooperative members who were in the majority would not permit their cooperative
to be thus dismembered.

The wreckers weant furthest in the cooperative 1in Dobrove: In 1950,
potatoes of the cooparative remained in the ground until the beginning of
and wculd have rsmained longer b=d 1t not been for the help of
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front members from Maribor. But the members of the cocperatives allied with

A group of speculators; they did not help the front members but even attempted
to vrevent them from working.. After mach effort some potato crates were finally
found in the cooperative, but they were soon hidden again and it was necessary
to hunt for them. ’

New sabotage occurred recently. Five hectares of rape which had produced
" well yielded only 450 kilograms becauss 1% vas mowed and then left in the field
unvil it dried and began to rot. Tne 450 kilograms ware gathered and the
remajnler burned, probably to hide vhe evidenze of tnis sabotage.

‘Bnemies of the cooperative in Dobrovci have not bean completely absolved,
They have been cslled to account seweral times and some have been sentenced by
the people’s court, but the situatiu. fas nov improved. They appea: to be
securely entrenched and must be energetically =xposed and removed. This can be
dons only by another administrative council and a more 3aring president of the -
cooperative,
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